
SAINT  FRANCIS  OF  ASSISI  
Third Sunday of Lent - March 12, 2023 

As I was looking ahead to the 
coming week I discovered that 
there are a number of special 
days to celebrate.  The first is 
Tuesday, March 14.  

If you remember your geometry class in high 
school, you know that 3.14 are the first 
numbers of the numerical function called Pi.  

Pi is actually the Greek letter   So today is 

Pi Day or Pie Day - fruit pie, cream pie, or 
even pizza pie.  Enjoy! 
 The next special day this week is Wednesday, 
March 15.  We will have the wonderful opportunity to 

celebrate the love of God for us in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Despite 
our failings and our sins, our God 
continues to reach out to us in 
forgiveness and love, especially during 

Lent.  We will have the first of two Communal 
Penance Services this Wednesday at 7pm in the 
Church.  There will be three priests available for the 
sacrament.  In addition to the Faith Formation 
families, all are welcome.  As you will notice in the 
next column, the second Penance Service will be 
Saturday, March 25, at 10am. 
 At Applewood Pointe in 
New Brighton where I live, 
we are celebrating Saint 
Urho’s Day on Thursday, 
March 16.  This is the mythical Saint who is said to 
have chased all the grasshoppers out of the vineyards 
in Finland.  There will be recitations and a sing-a-long, 
so I will learn something new on my first Saint Urho’s 
Day celebration.  The colors of the day are Nile Green 
and Royal Purple. 
 The most familiar day this week is Saint Patrick’s 

Day, Friday, March 17.  There will be lots 
of folks celebrating the “wearin’ o’ the 
green!”  Being a Friday in Lent this year, 
it requires a special dispensation which 
Archbishop Hebda has provided, but with 

a “however”.  “Those faithful domiciled or physically 
present in the territory of the Archdiocese...who chose 
to enjoy the favor of the dispensation (of abstinence 
from meat) are exhorted to undertake a work of 

charity, an exercise of piety, or an act of comparable 
penance on some other occasion during the Third 
Week of Lent.”  So that could be the Penance Service 
on Wednesday, Stations on Friday at 3pm, abstinence 
on another day, a donation to your Rice Bowl, or even 
prepare a bag of groceries for Food Share Month. 
 Finally, next weekend is the annual 
Global Solidarity Sunday collection.  This is 
an invitation to share the light of God’s love 
in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in 
Central & Eastern Europe, Africa, and Latin America, 
plus assistance in times of disaster through Catholic 
Relief Services.  There is an envelope in your packet 
and extra envelopes in the back of church which you 
can use for your donation.  Please place your gift 
along with your regular stewardship in the collection 
next weekend.  Thank you. 

God Love You! 
Fr Fitz 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Fridays, 3pm 

Church 

LENTEN MATERIALS AVAILABLE 

• The Word Among Us - Scriptures and reflections 
for every day of Lent 

• Living Faith - Daily Catholic Devotions 

• The Catholic Spirit - Archdiocesan Newspaper 

• Rice Bowls - for your Lenten sacrifices and 
donations for the poor 

• Booklets for Children 
All available in Berg Hall today. 



LENTEN PARISH MISSION 

Just  two weeks away!  

“We Come to Share Our Story: Reflections on the 
Three Classic Gospel Texts for Lent 2023” 

Presented by Father Ed Shea, OFM 
 

 Sunday, March 26, 4-5:30pm - The Woman at the Well 
 Monday, March 27, 6:30-8pm - The Man Born Blind 
 Tuesday, March 28, 6:30-8pm - The Raising of Lazarus 

Social Reception following the Tuesday Session 
 

$10 at the door - $25 all three nights 
Advance tickets available after Mass & at the Office 

STEWARDSHIP  

Parish Stewardship 
February Actual....………....$18,555 

February Budget...…...…....$26,000 

YTD Actual ….…………....$212,948 

YTD Budget…………….....$208,000 

Thank you for your faithful generosity! 


